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Newsletter from The Venerable Richard Seed, Archdeacon of York 

 
Dear Friends 
 
It may seem strange but the wonder of Christmas is still with us at the 
beginning of February, as we keep the wonderful Feast of the 
Presentation of Christ in the Temple, often and commonly referred to as 
‘Candlemas’.  This is the day when we remember the presentation of 
Jesus in the Temple by Mary and Joseph and the parents meeting the 
mysterious couple, Simeon and Anna; both of whom represented the 
hopes and waiting of those in Israel who were looking forward to a 
Messiah to liberate the country and bring in the new kingdom.  Anna, 
the old lady, and Simeon, the Prophet, who prophesied to Mary that, “A 
sword will pierce your own soul, too”.  So Our Lady reminds us that even 
in the joys of bringing up children, there is, as she will experience, pain 
too, as her adult son will later be rejected by the very country that look 
forward to his appearing. 
 
Candlemas challenges all Christians to be a light to lighten the world 
and we bring the light of Christ into the darkness and pain, and at times 
great anxiety, of the world in which we live.  Christians are called to 
proclaim the message of the birth of Christ; to live in the light of that 
birth and also to witness that despite his rejection, it is in the very life of 
Christ that the fullness of God is seen in every dimension.  As Paul will 
later encourage and remind us, “nothing can separate us from the love 
of God”.  That is a wonderful and amazing statement; NOTHING can 
separate us from the love of God!  That is wherever we go, whatever we 
do, whoever we become the love of God is always there to undergird, to 
encourage, to forgive, to renew, to surround, to enable us to achieve our 
fullest potential. 
 
Not many days after the joyful Feast of Candlemas the Church then 
enters the solemn season of Lent, when we remember Jesus in the 
wilderness and we enter into that experience in order to prepare 
ourselves for the coming rejection of Christ, which we see ultimately 
revealed on Calvary on Good Friday. 
 
William of St Thierry said,  
 

“My turning, my conversion, is to the crucified.   
His cross is my glory; with it my brow is signed,  
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in it my mind rejoices, by it my life is directed, 
 and my death is made dear”. 

 
That is a favourite quote of mine, as William reminds us that the cross is 
the very sign by which our Christian lives are marked and although we 
believe steadfastly in the depth of the incarnation of God in Christ, we 
actually do believe that it is by the sign of the cross that we live, 
because the cross is not just a sign of the Crucifixion of Christ, it also 
becomes the hope of glory and the reminder of the resurrection.  So this 
month we live our lives as best we can, witnessing to the light of the 
gospel of Christ.  We enter the season of Lent in order to enable 
ourselves to grow more deeply into the mystery of the suffering of 
Christ.  We do all this, though, not to become spiritually proud, or 
thinking that we are better than anyone else but only in order to be 
more effective evangelists and messengers to the world around us that 
Jesus is Lord.  And, if Jesus is Lord then nothing and nobody is outside his 
ultimate sovereignty. 
 
I wish you all a Happy Candlemas, a powerful Lent and a challenge 
that all of us may be people of outreach, ensuring that our church has 
its doors wide open to embrace the community around in a spirit of 
faith, generosity and graciousness.            . 
 
With my best wishes to you all 
 
The Venerable Richard M C Seed 
Archdeacon of York 

 

LENT - is a time when many people either formally make their 
Confession in preparation for Easter OR at least think what their 
Spiritual Life is like or NOT! This is good as we all need at times to 
think and re-focus on what the priorities of life are and what we as 
individuals are doing in working through what God has in store for us. 

SO if anyone wishes to talk to me as the Parish Priest about these 
matters or make their Confession in Lent please do not hesitate to ask 
and time will be made available. Remember Lent is a time of 
Repentance, Reflection and Renewal, so have no fear—start now! 
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Jacobs Well Coffee Morning Rota 
 
Feb 1st        Carolyn Webster & Mary Hardman 
Feb 8th      Jane Seed & Janet Murray   
Feb 15th     John Rimmer & Harley Wenham 
Feb 22nd   Jose Good & Jenny Whitehouse 
Feb 29th    Carolyn Webster & Mary Hardman 
Mar 7th     Jane Seed & Janet Murray 
Mar 14th    John Rimmer & Harley Wenham 
Mar 21st     Jose Good & Jenny Whitehouse 
Mar 28th    Carolyn Webster & Mary Hardman 

Jacobs WellJacobs WellJacobs WellJacobs Well    
Available for hire for functions and meetings. For more information and 

availability, please contact  
01904 798478 or email bookings@jacobswellyork.org.uk 

 
CONFIRMATION:  There will be a 
Confirmation among the City Centre 
Churches this Spring. Anyone 
interested ( and I think there might 
be some who could or should be!!?) 
please see either Archdeacon 
Richard or Peter Marsland, 
Churchwarden SOON. It is 
emphasised that these Confirmation 
Classes will be held with the other 
Churches in the City Centre so 
could be a real opportunity of seeing 
the Christian Life at work in a wider 
capacity. 

PCC Meetings 2012 
 
Dates for the PCC meetings for 2012 
have now been set as follows: 
 
March 19th  
Vestry 
 
June 18th  
Jacobs Well 
 
September 10th  
Jacobs Well 
 
November 12th  Jacobs Well 
 

Peter Marsland as Churchwarden but also a Reader in Training, is 
hoping to run some Lent Discussion Groups in local Pubs. This is 
a superb opportunity for Holy Trinity  to embrace and dialogue with 
our local community on Christian Issues. Please ask Peter for 
details and support these groups .  You can contact Peter  on 
01904 670960 
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A Reading from a poem by Robert Herrick 
 

To keep a true Lent 
 
 Is this a Fast, to keep 
  The Larder lean? 
  And clean 
 From fat of Veals and Sheep? 
  
 Is it to quite the dish 
  Of Flesh, yet still 
  To fill 
 The platter high with Fish? 
 
 Is it fast an hour 
  Or rag’d to go, 
  Or show 
 A downcast look, and sour? 
 
 No; ‘tis a Fast, to dole 
  Thy sheaf of wheat 
  And meat 
 Unto the hungry soul. 
 
 It is to fast from strife, 
  From old debate 
  And hate; 
 To circumcise they life. 
 
 To show a heart grief-rent; 
  To starve thy sin, 
  Not Bin; 
 And that’s to keep thy Lent  
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A Reading from A Season for the Spirit by Martin Smith 
 

Lent is the season or the Spirit of truth, who drove Jesus into the 
wilderness to initiate him into the truth which sets free.  Mark’s harsh 
word ‘drove’ was softened by Matthew and Luke to the milder expression 
‘led’.  But this word ‘drove’ is very precious.  I know that inertia, illusion 
and fear hold me back from answering God’s invitation to enter into the 
truth and gain freedom.  Yet even Jesus, free as he was from inertia like 
mine, needed the full force of the Wind of God (Spirit, Breadth, Wind are 
all equally valid translations of the Greek word pneuma) to make him 
enter the testing-ground of the wilderness.  If I am going to go forward 
into that truth for which God knows I am ready at this point in my life, I 
am going to need the Spirit to drive me. 
 
Perhaps then the word ‘surrender’ should be enough for our prayer on 
this Ash Wednesday.  Not the surrender of submission to an enemy, but 
the opposite, the laying down of resistance to the One who loves me 
infinitely more than I can guess, the One who is more on my side than I 
am myself.  Dwelling on this thought of letting go, and handing myself 
over to the Spirit will bring me much closer to the experience of Jesus than 
the word ‘discipline’ which so many of us have been trained to invoke at 
the beginning of Lent.  It should help us smile at our anxious attempts to 
bring our life under control, the belt-tightening resolutions about giving 
up this or taking on that.  What we are called to give up in Lent is control 
itself!  Deliberate efforts to impose discipline on our lives often serve only 
to lead us further away from the freedom which Jesus attained through 
surrender to the Spirit, and promised to give, ‘Where the Spirit of the Lord 
is, there is freedom.’ 
 
Lent is about freedom which is gained only through exposure to the truth.  
And ‘What is truth?’  Pilate’s question is partially answered by unpacking 
the Greek word aletheia which we translate as truth.  The word literally 
means ‘unhiddenness’.  Truth is not a thing, it is rather an event.  Truth 
happens to us when the coverings of illusion are stripped away and what 
is real emerges into the open.  ‘When the Spirit of truth comes, he will 
guide you into all the truth.’  The truth we are promised if we live the 
demands of this season of Lent consists not in new furniture for the mind, 
but in exposure to the reality of God’s presence in ourselves and the 
world.  The Spirit promises to bring us into truth by stripping away some 
more of the insulation and barriers which have separated us from living 
contact with reality, the reality of God, of God’s world, and our true 
selves. 
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2 February—The Presentation of Christ in the Temple 

This day marks the completion of forty days since the birth of Jesus, when 
Mary and Joseph took the child to the Temple in Jerusalem.  The 
requirement in Levitical law was for Mary to be ‘cleansed’, the completion 
of her purification following the birth of a male child.  Until that day, she 
could touch no holy thing nor enter the sanctuary.  Yet on seeing the Holy 
Family, Simeon praised God and acclaimed the infant as ‘the light to 
enlighten the nations’, and the prophet Anna gave thanks and proclaimed 
him her Redeemer.  The image of Christ as the Light has led to the 
celebration of light countering darkness with candles often taking a central 
place in the observance of this festival. 

 
A Reading from a sermon of Sophronius of Jerusalem 

 
 

Let us hasten to meet Christ, we who honour and venerate the divine 
mystery we celebrate today.  Everyone should be eager to join the 
procession to share in this meeting.  Let no one refuse to carry a light.  Our 
bright shining candles are a sign of the divine splendour of the one who 
comes to expel the dark shadows of evil and to make the whole universe 
radiant with the brilliance of his eternal light.  Our candles also show how 
bright our souls should be when we go to meet Christ. 
The God-bearer, the most pure Virgin, carried the true Light in her arms 
and brought him to help those who lay in darkness.  In the same way, we 
too should carry a light for all to see and reflect the radiance of the true 
light as we hasten to meet him. 
 
Indeed, this is the mystery we celebrate today, that the Light has come and 
has shone upon a world enveloped in shadow; the Dayspring from on high 
has visited us and given light to those who were sitting in darkness.  This is 
our feast, and we join in procession with lighted candles to show both that 
the light has shone upon us and to signify the glory that is yet to come to us 
through him.  So let us hasten all together to meet our God. 
 
The true light has come, ‘the light that enlightens every person who is born 
into this world.’  Let all of us, beloved, be enlightened and be radiant with 
its light.  Let none of us remain a stranger to this brightness, let no one who 
is filled remain in the darkness.  Let us be shing ourselves as we go together 
to meet and to receive with the aged Simeon the light whose brilliance is 
eternal.  Rejoicing with Simeon, let us sing a hymn of thanksgiving to God, 
the Origin and Father of the Light, who sent the true Light to dispel the 
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darkness and to give us all a share in his splendour. 
 
Through Simeon’s eyes we too have seen the salvation of God which he has 
prepared for all the nations, and has revealed the glory of us who are the 
new Israel.  As Simeon was released from the bonds of this life when he had 
seen Christ, so we too were at once freed from our old state of sinfulness.  
By faith we too embraced Christ, the salvation of God the Father, as he 
came to us from Bethlehem, Gentiles before, we have now become the 
people of God.  Our eyes have seen God made flesh, and because we have 
seen him present among us and have cradled him in our minds, we are 
called the new Israel.  Never let us forget this presence; every year let us 
keep this feast in his honour. 

 
 

A Reading from a letter of Gilbert of Sempringham to his canons of Malton 
 

The Priory Church of St Mary, Old Malton is the only surviving Gilbertine 
Monastery in the United Kingdom – do go and visit! 
 
Gilbert of Sempringham, by God’s mercy whatever he is, or rather was, to 
his dear sons the canons and brethren of Malton, everlasting salvation in 
the Lord together with God’s blessing and his own. 
 
While it was allowed and while in his mercy God furnished me with the 
ability, I used occasionally to pay personal visits to you as to my dearest 
sons; and with such teaching as matched my knowledge and my powers, I 
would summon and draw you towards the love of God.  Oh that success 
had crowned my efforts!  But now I am entirely bereft of bodily strength, so 
that by passing beyond the veil of flesh I must depart from this life which 
has been bitter and wearisome to me for a long while.  And because from 
now on I shall not be able to speak with you face to face, I do not hesitate 
in this written form to urge you as strongly as I can; for God’s sake and for 
the salvation of your souls pay more careful attention to divine love than 
you have up till now, by repressing vice, exalting truth and justice, and 
keeping the rules and traditions of your Order. 
 
And you can do this the more carefully and strictly because you are free 
from the concerns which occupy others in the Order, and because you have 
the opportunity to exercise discipline within the Order in such a way that 
the unruliness of others may be prevented.  For this is why I have 
particularly brought you together, that our Order may be protected and 
exalted through the strictness of your religious observance.  If you think 
that my care has helped you in any way, do not refuse to grant me a 
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York Festival of Fairtrade 

27 February - 11 March 2012  

• During the Festival there will be over a hundred events including sales, 
tastings and events at churches, schools, community groups and at the city's 
universities.   

• The highlight of the Festival will be the three day York Fair Trade Market, 
held in partnership with City of York Council, which will take place on Friday 
9th - Sunday 11th March. Parliament St will be filled with a wide variety of 
colourful stalls selling Fairtrade food & drink, crafts, clothes, bags, jewellery and 
fashion accessories.   

• At the market on Saturday 10th March there will be a day of 
entertainment including the infectious sound of samba, music and dancing from 
around the world.    

• Fairtrade ensures that producers in developing countries are paid a fair 
price for the goods that they produce.  

• Fairtrade groups, as well as guaranteeing a steady price, also pay producers 
a premium and establish long term trading relationships. This can save the 
producers from bankruptcy and homelessness and enables them to afford to 
send their children to school, buy medicines and contribute financially to 
community projects. 

reward for my labours; with devout prayers earnestly beg that God in his 
mercy will not enter into judgement upon me but of his great kindness 
may instead see fit to obliterate my sins and grant me everlasting rest. 
 
To you whom I leave behind, I give and bequeath the peace and mercy of 
God, together with God’s blessing and my own.  By the authority entrusted 
me by God, as far as I may, I also absolve all those who shall in future love 
our Order and defend the unity of our congregation, from all the offences 
which, through ignorance, weakness, negligence, or contempt, they 
committed against the rules of our Order.  But those who scheme to bring 
about dissension and discord in our community must know that my 
absolution can be of no use to them, for, unless they are penitent and 
arrive at a suitable penance, it is clear that they remain guilty in the sight 
of God.  However, I do not suspect any of you of this fault, but am 
confident in the Lord concerning you all, that from now on you will be 
more diligent than hitherto in performing all your duties which relate to 
the soul’s salvation, helped as you are by our Saviour’s grace; and thus my 
joy in your fellowship will be increased in God’s presence.  May he see fit to 
provide such joy, whose kingdom and power endure unto everlasting.  
Amen 
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 Readers for February/March  

 1st Reading 2nd Reading 

February 5th   3rd Sunday before Lent 

 Dean Whitehouse Chris Bush 

 Isaiah 40.21-end 1 Corinthians 9.16-23 

February 12th   2nd Sunday before Lent 

 Matt Hodge Pamela Collingwood 

 Proverbs 8.1, 22-31 Colossians 1.15-20 

February 19th   Sunday next before Lent 

 Peter Marsland Craig Perkington 

 2 Kings 2.1-12 2 Corinthians 4.3-6 

 Lewis Drew Peter Minns 

 Genesis 9.8-17 1 Peter 3.18-end 

March 4th   2nd Sunday in Lent 

 Kris Wozencroft Jo Chong 

 Genesis 17.1-7, 15, 16 Romans 4.13-end 

March 11th   3rd Sunday of Lent  

 Dean Whitehouse Chris Bush 

 Exodus 20.1-17 1 Corinthians 1.18-25 

March 18th   4th Sunday of Lent  

 Matt Hodge Pamela Collingwood 

 Numbers 21.4-9 Ephesians 2.1-10 

March 25th   5th Sunday of Lent  

 Lewis Drew Peter Minns 

 Jeremiah 31.31-34 Hebrews 5.5-10 

April 1st   Palm Sunday 

 Kris Wozencroft Jo Chong 

 Isaiah 50.4–9a Philippians 2.5–11 

February 26th   1st Sunday of Lent 


